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The Fifth Annual Kenya Japanese
Language Speech Contest
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lan Wairua

Japanese Lecturer

Strathmore University

he Fifth Annual Kenya Japanese Language Speech Contest
Twas held on Saturday, 25th February 2012 at the multi-pur-
pose hall of Japan Information and Culture Centre in Nairobi. The
contest was opened by the Japanese Ambassador to Kenya Mr
Toshihisa Takata.

This year’s contest was special because it coincided with ac-
tivities to mark one year since the devastating earthquake and
tsunami that occurred in North Eastern Japan in March 2011. In
his opening remarks, Ambassador Takata spoke of the gratitude
of the Japanese people for the many messages of goodwill and
offers of support that were received from the people of Kenya dur-
ing the weeks following the disaster. In memory of the disaster,
the Speech Contest was held as part of a cultural festival which
included exhibition of Japanese food, Karate, origami, and other

activities.

Participants in the speech contest were mainly students of Jap-
anese language from schools, colleges and universities all over
Kenya. A total of 24 students made presentations in the speeches
category while 17 student groups made presentations in the enter-
tainment category. Each speech was composed to fit into one of
three themes: ‘my favourite Japanese word’, ‘what I want to tell
Japanese people about Kenya’ and ‘my most surprising experi-

ence’. The panel of judges was presided over by Mr Jun Arisue,

Jarrak

Japan Foundation’s Japanese Language Expert and Visiting Lec-
turer at Kenyatta University. Contestants were evaluated for cor-
rectness in grammar, content, presentation skill as well as ability
to answer questions. Consideration was given for the length of
time the contestant had spent studying Japanese language and ex-

perience living in Japanese society.

Apart from the high number of contestants in this year’s con-
test, it was noteworthy that they came from a wide variety of
backgrounds - students from high school, middle colleges and
universities — as well as a wide range of ages — from teenagers to
those in their thirties. The chief judge remarked that the quality
of speeches was much higher than in the previous year and the
audience stayed rapt in attention during the presentations. On oc-
casion they erupted into applause in expression of appreciation of
a particularly brilliant part of a speech. It was clear that the event

was enjoyable for everyone in the packed hall.

An interesting feature of the Contest that probably differenti-
ates it from other speech contests elsewhere is the entertainment
category. For many people unfamiliar with Africa in general and
Kenya in particular, it would be normal to think that there is no
sense in having songs, poetry and dance in a speech contest. Yet,
apart from the fact that it is unthinkable in most African commu-
nities to hold any public event without music, poetry and dance,
among Africans these forms of entertainment are necessary in-
gredients within the concept of communication. A peculiar aspect
of this tradition is the fact that most Kenyan languages do not
have different words for music and dance. For centuries, Afri-
can tradition has valued music and dance as part of normal social
interaction and this continues to be deeply ingrained within the
African psyche. It is therefore very natural that in a speech con-
test, African participants expect that there is also music, dance

and poetry.

Music is an expression of life and freedom of spirit. ‘As long

as we live, there is never enough singing,” said Martin Luther.
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And Harry Belafonte said ‘you can cage the singer but not the
song.” Perhaps this is why it was with joyous spirits that various
groups of students from different groups across Kenya presented
Japanese songs, Kenyan dance and choral poetry in the speech
contest. The audience was pleased and very entertained. This
event raises an important debate not just about the role of music in
a speech contest but how cross-cultural differences and expecta-
tions impact on the learning of foreign languages in Africa and

elsewhere.

The overall winner of the Contest was Ms Filigona Achola, a
blind massage therapist who lived in Japan for three years before
coming back to Kenya. She wove her speech into an interesting

and positive view of various Japanese language-related customs.

The explicit nature of Japanese politeness as expressed in every-

day language impressed her greatly when she visited Japan. She tive for further acquisition of communication skills and a better
contrasted it to her own culture where gratitude, apology and other understanding of human nature, including of oneself. As the Scot-
aspects of social politeness are often missing from explicit verbal tish poet and novelist Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1895) said,
communication but are instead implicitly hidden in actions and speech is the mirror of the soul; as a man speaks, so he is.

other forms of social interaction. She found the Japanese forms of
verbal politeness something very valuable. In her African culture
it is very difficult for non-natives to understand the subtle forms
of politeness and kindness which are often not verbal but hidden
in movements, gestures and other non-verbal forms. Her speech
raised interesting propositions because Japanese culture is often
seen as inward-looking while in fact, Ms Filigona’s experience
was pleasantly different from this common perception. Her win-
ning speech should help bring about greater awareness about how

Japanese culture is perceived by foreigners.

‘I am going to be a contestant next year!” exclaimed Job
Gicheha, a second year university student who was among the
audience. Obviously, this contest was very successful in inspir-
ing and motivating the Kenyan students of Japanese language.
By writing and delivering a speech in Japanese, the students and
their audiences acquire better and greater appreciation of the vital

role that language plays in a global society, becomes an incen-

6 TALTHK Towerna/



jarrak

BHESVIE1— T4UTF-PFI5Sh
HADWOWI &2 =7z Z T

AT4VdFEA, TAIKLBIE, BUELEDTY, 7T
IMAROER, BOTEHITETWVET,

F HOMESTEVET,

@%h‘miﬁfc}.’.%\ t 94!..\‘1 ibfsb‘

FlELholz, 520 BIL T ZIdENT2L
HoTWiah oz AT XA, DN, EAGE
DHNBREZENTWIEDEDNERAS RSl b,
BT R EESTVERATL, Uo<HLE LT,

ANBIICEH, HADT &, HARTKUTzC &%, Z
D, T=ZT TEIRSTHEN LT, &, B D
PRERIC T TLIHRNWTWT BEBDTMDE, BES
ADSTHhHE, BIESLNWAE—=F oz F510 D
AT U7z,

Flidv, HE, FRESATEE, Z5, FIIHTZVIC
FELTWVW B WL BWT T, RIoTWND
S BTV, ZNEEMS UL ofcdk, o TR
STz ATTUTE,

A ZFIHTT R, HEDIC, FD, INTLT ¢ — B iz K

4

- S A —
Syl

ISR intC

RS < oF 5 oo

=

i

oM =7 HAGE T A TN LIz
4 YdFEAI. A VA a—LELTZ, I—
BTV 2R A5, AC—F T A O HE(j
R, HEEEE (2E) L UTOHATRED &
G LA, T =T EHADE N EIZDONT
LN X LTz, TR T T4 7 THAR
MZHAATVBEFHH FEAL ZAT, R
M Z IR0, LA VR 2—, FPA R
T, NAIRAY T BIEZ0XE
oL ELE,

F .. 740dF - 7FaoZh

B 51 =7 HAGE i R = B W4)
S .. TEA

(74 ) dFEADHAGES EEBLLT)
A LBER T

(& T - HBESRTRES HAGE M)

CCo M, 7 =7 DR KRE L BMA-TE
DEM T A= VAMASTD M kD%
MH.TIVIERTIE NTIZT 4 — BT, %
L ole, THR2ED, T4 UIFEADED
F. HBEE, A=Y P I ARFE, M, Zh
M —BRERILZFATOTC Ihofc
WY,

T—IRNBREIR>TIROELID,

F 57—=IE. —o. =D0HoATTRA T
FDIFEHEHARDFE | THANBA W=
TOOO ISFEFTTOWBRAE N L)), Z
g, FeEEV S LKICRT FNTHTELL
ENHBENEH, LT, MoTWnWaT e7Z, il

HWELT TH, P00, ifEiEs5EDT—
DBPWVBIEAGET T ENDHTzATI LA, FFE
DOFEERTZST-L, BoTnWbT UL T &%
BRLIzC e TIhH, 62 DICHFAS AL DI
Wiz, ST EUE L,

A Z5TIN, U, TOEERZRD D LEE,

DELDE, EKoT2D LM ZH5NH T LA
AT,

TALTAK Jowrnal 7



F ZN, B olcTdfa, AHDT L >eh b, kbish
97‘:/11’(‘6_3:2@0

A L». fIND, [HOMES] e BEHDT L, [THE
YA #pcLideh —B/ADTOREEILIZEIN, I

meeRiEan, > TEIRIINET o EEZEZ TV, 2TV

FlZW. EZATWE L,

N TRETEST-Ceh. HBEIH,
F XBEZRABTE(FAE)  NADOHFITE, Ro>Tleh b,
RICWBERDENTERONS, TSRS &, (35
M BIRZIEN, INADOHT—FEmM, HtATHELE,
A EDSHE0OIDMOELIZD,

F o5—A, ZHAMZ>72TIRA,

S DAL ZDBVR?

L Sk 5 580,
St TOEL,

S H. xBIFE,
F SEZ. WA TWZDT, o 5L dh -z,
AZITTRED. SR, boAtHATHLENS, T
5L, K bbb oTERL. AL, ARL—Rdsb
STCEIARERNETS,
F 9h.T9. BATEhoiin, EEVWE L,
AFREITHETH,
F359o0DENEL, ICENAATTRA (—H %)
HAGEZ Uiz & oMFITOVTAATREZ Y,
F HAFEOMIRTT . S Tl IBEDHFHZL->TEIZA
TT&i, Th, HB L& ITTIUEMENT, MEE—RHIz>
AT &,
FNT. TN TN aWiE, - T, 928 H

AZBICERICH A FE R IR, LTV Th U —
TA T4 — W0 EFETERVEREWVWTTHh, B

8 THLTHK Jowrna/

jarrak

F ZDIH0, 9/,
A U, MU O LT, KikERZE TLIAa,

FeAtd, BoALEZITIVE, 5T () , TN AT
STEATTER, RIEDHES EER, > TWHIRFFBICT T
QAU EI

A ZJEBDBINFEST, LoD ERATELEL, HEESL
75"97’:?@‘0

F 5

RS, TV dFEARSFRAZICINGENE L
JE, BAELHNT, A DN ThHE-TeTAEh D
DEIH,

F RFIERATELI R, XE, EilFiA TN b, B
MEPTALIEZ>TLE ST ATTRAASE) o s &Itk
EF'L/TL/%OTO

INADWNW T an

MHAEZEL L E>TVTE, REZ2E00RNe, 7=
7 TR TI XA,

FNT, KRBISEELTES, BATNZ AR LTHS
Tk, EETINT, K EEF S E%, N LTN
AT &2,

T TEREEARZ R > TN B LR BRNB IR o T
ATIER TOREDNSFEZENT, U, P2 THLI, &
FOTLITEoTEATI R,

A TSTI M U, ZNUL, 7 =7 THAGED Miaz b %
oI, EFEITETIA,

F 3,

A T, TLRDHARGEZIGD B E >, T2l HAILATS
EoMFE -

F HRIZATS DTV I DWHID, IEoTe AT T E, JT4, HF
FEFEICHR D D >Te AT &, SHEGFRICEBR DD > Te
5, 5. $E RO, HARIITDEDESTATT T
ELREAGIZIHR N E S VWS LD, RIS EMSTAT
T~ BRI T o726, ARGEBHEALN A L HVET



A3, BRDMTRD ES>MF T, HAGEDOTRE, L5 KD
ICiEoTeIx, Befllido

A ZOFNE. FHCHARIZDWTIE, HEODHISEhHST-ATT
o

F RBICEIRHNDIEZN 5T, 728 E fTETZD, 05T
&, HoThholz, &9

AS (&)

A ZFNT, T, MADMIRLIC, HRIfTo7oTWNHT L
TI&A,

F i3,

A T, FE R EAAE ST ATT I, BIZIE, Mo, i
A

F L5, 12 FHAE STz,
A U, BNCHARIITEZDS>TWIA L 25K T, kDM
AT BHAKRD, TeEREAART, £S5 T ET, HAITLC

Lo, &,

F i3V, Th, KRYEWADOMEE Licho/zoTWH &0
RIEh-olzATT X,

A DD, ZFI5RATTH (),

s &

F 3V, ZNEHARE LTch>TehBHAKRICITT > TeblF Ui
Mol ATT LR, HD--HAREERZASNSED S, HAIT

S7eDlF, TH TOHARIATTF v Al AR DR LN
75\9730

jarrak
41 G D A R Y
IchfEizolz,

ZNT, T=FI=Z.
HARI s {F v A
i Jfe

A DD, 7EBEE TH HICHAEMIFEEDI Ueano
feA Tl &,

F £&, NEGREDRIAMNICU ETEoTz, TN T, IeE X H
ARIATLF ¥ ADKT 2,

A BRI F vV ANH T, U, HAGE NEREETES
ME, 2 TWHTETI 4,

F 3,

HAARIZIT>TESITULID, KEZSTikeh, Wi,
fildp, ZIES U >z —READHH -6, Bii
TRIEEEW,

F HAICTT <A, CoBTHAREZMIRLIzAT IR, /S
MHSBEW, #2, 3ECENT TR, TNT &I RLKREE
;Egjfch‘(\\‘g—ckzao

AS (B

FTL. R X0 (7o 52 REET, &b 54ah
ST AT IR, N\DEFEZHNTE DI SIEM>TzL, HA
BT TVROTHEHLTIED S, TR I Lz, SEN—&
WoTLERWVE LIz, ECTOLHARRTI NS, HahE AWV,
HERZXZW L, BEEEICLEZ2WIT R,

AZFHTIER, WEENTAZI 22— aryENTEVT
5, FIAR, BERENES, FEETHEINTWIDET
BFE HMBASTLBDIE, EEHAGETT LA,

FZNT. b HTHRAZ L, A——Icf1-o7256. 25, H
THRELTISONBZURBENTTH, H79 T NMTHHFERLT
&, TEH. RFENDITETE RV EBEZ L, Z0h 5, A TE
2T, BEICLEIB 20T R

TALTAHK Jowrnal 9



A ZHTTEh BETAIa=r—ya, 6B nT
rAqAVAIZY

F 30, ZNAWBIREAKRE TLI,

A Fob, RETUED, ZThEd, HAREIIR ST

F WL, 60HSHW - 3hHETSHWNR, T WVARET
U7z, T3 ARE SRS, £H. AR bhoTET
ATT R, BAahDZARICHE RN ST ATTITE, TH,
ADNESTNBZ L, H. THNHTEICDVTE LTV SN
NS

ZNTEDH., 6HASHBVICESTHMS, E5, Hah 5L
TOMTTENTERLATTI A,

Jarrak

A UpH. ZOIHWESTH S, ik, HAANEOZ 227
—avebolzDE FHNHT LT, LTRSS LGS
TEoTW0HH-

F (LD E L, BITHbH5RTE, o0, BEE
T&Ee 5o TWVAHTENDNERLTE, ZNUE, AT H,
EDREIWE0 RUNIZFNERIRTEIah o7z, < AU
FLCE IE>TOVTE, RRVE—FTEEDHTcATTX
12, TE., HBK, BEf->TEHID WA DN EETE. &
HErHEEMNIATTRR, ZNEMTT N T2 K1
BOELE, ZNT, HPLTE S TIATT XA,
WEND,

M TEET, GERLEIBR VTR

% C H
9 E‘EIEI
THIC
U Ui Y
Al h
W iF
b5
Ih
h B

TSI S ]

AR OBREARZTHHADR{ETOIE Y —
REDBHOII D,

F o0, HHICHATHEN NS Z A, HICWBIFA
BoTWBATTEI, ARG T ILMHIZATT 2, HEE
EHHICESTE, HF 7w IEH 5L, NAREBEHORTE
HEEMASTNBUREWVTT M, RIKMLERED, ZN T, A
ISR TEND, HWEHHDTRD T ATEZWVETAI
1T%, 2R STR0,

THELERREIND, THESRTEREVTECLLH

10 TALTAK Towrna/

ZL (= 5R).IZ Y (E 7 =7 DRD FUINZA) DB E
AICESTTH, S ETAITHENTITANIZD, B LS,
EDHEZMITL &,

A T4)OdFEARIICESTE B 5 T=T XD EHAD
MEIVSEITHL LRI o7eh -

F ESLYIh o, (EDD)AAFZLELTINTIZAT
FUHE TE, FCESTE, TTULERART D 0Tz, 7=T DIR
WANCE oYANSYAVINSY bRk A



Japanese Speech Contest

Date : 25th February 2012 10am start
Venue : Japanese Embassy (J.1.C.C.)

T How to Apply
TEvETs (1 X theme and pr the 3~5 minutes.
[ [A] My favorite Japanese word.
JALTQ)K Theme [B] What I want to tell Japanese people about Kenya.
[€] What | was surprised the most at in my life.
-~
jft.ﬁ.l nd r speech fo ”jalti c2012@gmail.com st

Embassy of Japan

in Kenya
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‘;ﬁ HBl 5= The 5th Japanese Language Speech Contest
Saturday 25th February 2012 from 10:00

= =N
E $ EE EH:H x ‘% at Japan Information & Culture Centre

(Embassy of Japan, Mara Road, Nairobi)

ENTRANCE FREE

lapan Cultura
Festiva/ Aellg held
Simtltanecocsh

Theres
My Favorite Japanese Word
What | want to tell Japanese people about Kenya
My most surprising experience

Eerdanmernts
Corttestart's [ Thika Children’s Rescue Centre
Ngotho Gathu |4
Daniel Areba Machoka Josephine Karumwa Chavakali High School
Sylvia Nabwire Obiero Cynthia Wairimu Murimi Kipkeino Primary School |
David Wagude Festus Cheruiyot Getathuru Rehabilitation School i
Victor Rubahimbya Ann Wanjiku Mwangi Karatina Girls High School i
Patrick Murage Kamonde Esther Meeuwissen | |Bishop Gatimu Ngandu Girls High School {
Mshamba Bavon Ngura Ruth Mukulu Mulandi . Thelyangl‘:”dl-rlenr;SSH?]mel i
' Bryan Mbugua Kamunyu Gina Ashimosi umutumu Girls High School |
Embassy of Japan 1AL’F‘9}[{ Njne!ri Kager%a y Echaminya Mbarani Grand Kago Academy
II' Johnkirk Gikonyo Muchiri Thairu Kevin Hinga Utalii College
Filigona Achola Mikenye Michael Ochieng |} Enedaresha Boys High School
FCE N = Luke Davies Marvin Gichaga [/ Kerugoya Girls High School
U/ ji cA’ Newton Malala Ojiambo  Hiromi Midika Hashimoto |¥ Gataragua Girls High School
apANroUDATOY  TOYOTA y . Omosa Elijah Wanda Masinde ! Nyandarua Boarding Primary School
L e e e —ry—— ’nr.'—mﬁﬂ{;id -"?{--:,.u,., e EEEETTE
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HEEN INTRODUCTION
4 1

There are about 1,000 Kenyan students who learn
Japanese language at various institutions, which is
among the highest in Africa. Furthermore, Nairobi and
Cairo are the only exam centers in Africa where the
learners can sit for iinternational Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT).

Together with  Embassy of Japan, Japanese
Teachers’ Association of Kenya (JALTAK), established in
2002 to promote activities related to Japanese language
education, has been annually organizing two major
events, that is, the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
and Japanese Speech Contest over the recent years.

The Japanese speech contest is meant to encourage
the learners of the language and also to promote the
cultural exchange between Kenya and Japan. Special
thanks goes to Japan Foundation, Toyota Kenya,
JICA and other companies and individuals who kindly
sponsored this event.

Thank you very much for coming to Japanese
Speech Contest 2012 today. It is our sincere wish that
you enjoy the whole event.

& J

JICC has also organized various activities for
the visitors to explore Japanese culture.

8:30 - 14:30 Japanese games
10:30 - 11:00 Talk on “Experience in Japan”
11:00 - 12:00 Flower arrangement
12:00 - 13:00 Tea ceremony
13:00 - 14:00 Sampling of Japanese food
14:00 - 15:00 Kimono demonstration
15:00 - 15:30 Talk on “Experience in Japan”
15:00 - 15:30 Karate demonstration
15:30 - 16:00 Aikido demonstration
16:30 - 18:30 Movie “ Happy Flight ”

Kenya Japanese speech contest is
Coorganized by Embassy of Japan and Japanese
s Association of Kenya

Brbessy ofJapan §
; ALTA
[o] ~ Jormk

Supported by Japan Foundation, Toyota Kenya,
JICA and others

o -

pralis

i ica’
JAPANFOUNDATION  TOYOTA

T
& " apaneseSpeecl) 17
i&ﬂﬂkqsé- )

lI o K,P\?_//_d_—%r’ -‘._‘ M

The 5th Japanese Language Speech Contest

Saturday 25th February 2012 from 10:00
at Japan Information & Culture Centre
(Embassy of Japan, Mara Road, Nairobi)

HEN PROGRAMME
e 2

9:30 Arrival and registration of participants
Arrival of Guests

10:00 Opening and Preliminaries - MC
Opening Address : HlIs excellency Mr. Toshihisa
Takata, Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of
Kenya

10:20 Contest Speeches (contestants 1-15)

12:20  Entertainment Break

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Contest Speeches (contestants 16-26)

15:20  Entertainment Break

16:10  Announcement of the Winners and Comment by
Chief Judge Mr Jun Arisue

16:25 Closing Remark by K. Nakamura, Chairman, JALTAK

@:30 END )
L THEMES
4 N

{&? My Favorite Japanese Word 7, iz ok s
What | want to tell Japanese people about Kenya

BEACBZZWTZPDO0
@z My most surprising experience

\_ %i‘s‘cb\slih%ur;:t)
| | PRIZES
4 N

1st: Japanese Learner’s Electronic Dictionary

2nd: Sanyo TV / Japanese vocabulary book

3rd: Nakumatt Shopping voucher worth 4,000 ksh (from
Sumitomo Corporation) / Japanese dictionary

Toyota Kenya Award: Special Trophy / Japanese
dictionary

Outstanding Performance: Japanese Grammar Book

For all the contestants: Chopstick / Nisshin bandana / Stationery

For all the particij of the enter Nisshin bandana

& J

HEN CONTESTANTS
e N

1) Daniel Areba Machoka
(Engineer, Studied 2 years an 6 monthsﬁﬁ?
2) Josephine Karumwa -
(USIU University Student, Studied 6 months) 1?’:
3) Sylvia Nabwire Obiero
(Kenyatta University Student, Studied 1 yearﬁ@}
4)  Cynthia Wairimu Murimi
(Strathmore University Student, Studied 2 years)gﬁ?
5) David Wagude ~
(Kenyatta University Student, Studied 2 years) {,B:
6) Festus Cheruiyot
(USIU University Student, Studied 200 hours)gﬁ,?
7) Victor Rubahimbya
(Makerere University, Uganda, Studied 1 yearﬁ&?
8) Ann Wanjiku Mwangi _
(Student, Studied 4 months) 87
9) Patrick Murage Kamonde
(Kenyatta University Student, Studied 1 year and 3 monthsﬁ@}

10) Esther Meeuwissen
(10 years in Japan)ﬂ&?
11) Mshamba Bavon Ngura ~
(Chavakali High School Student, Studied 1 year) Y8
12) Ruth Mukulu Mulandi

(Kenyatta University Student, Studied 1 year)sﬁ,?
13) Bryan Mbugua Kamunyu
(USIU University Student, Studied 200 hours)ig?
14) Gina Ashimosi
(Strathmore University Student, Studied 2 years) {é:
15) Njeri Kagema
(Kenyatta University Student, 1 year in Japan and Studied 1 year
and 6 momhs)ﬁ?
16) Echaminya Mbarani

(Strathmore University Student, Studied 6 momhs)ﬂ&?
17) Johnkirk Gikonyo Muchiri

M
_ (Kenyatta University Student, Studied 1 year) i/

4 1
18) Thairu Kevin Hinga

(USIU University Student, Studied 7 motnths) @?
19) Filigona Achola Mikenye

(Massage Therapist, 3 years in Japan and Studied 1 year
and 6 months) i@]

20) Michael Ochieng “
(Strathmore University Student, Studied 2 years) 1&3:
21) Luke Davies
(Hillcrest High School Student, Studied 5 months) {@?
22) Marvin Gichaga
(Chavakali High School Student, Studied 8 months) 1:3}
23) Newton Malala Ojiambo
(Kenyatta University Student, Studied 6 months) @}
24) Hiromi Midika Hashimoto
(Student, 2 months in Japan) ﬁ?
25) Omosa Elijah
(Teacher, Studied 10 months) @?
26) Wanda Masinde
(USIU University Student, Studied 2 years) @})

N
HEE ENTERTAINMENTS
e

~

1) Thika Children’s Rescue Centre

2) Ngotho Gathu

3) Chavakali High School

4) Kipkeino Primary School

5) Getathuru Rehabilitation School

6) Karatina Girls High School

7) Bishop Gatimu Ngandu Girls High School
8) Thelyan Children’s Home

9) Tumutumu Girls High School

10) Grand Kago Academy

11) Utalii College

12) Enedaresha Boys High School

13) Kerugoya Girls High School

14) Gataragua Girls High School

15) Nyandarua Boarding Primary School
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First Japanese language Education
conference in Kenya 2012

SEHAINVAARGEE MR R

77V ZF T VR @ TN H A A Al
TGN TFF T EY T ARINVTZTAF
Ambinintsoa Rakotomanana Solofoniaina
Japanese Language Teachers’ Association of
Madagascar Chairman

Insttut Supérieur de Technologie d’Antananarivo
Japanese Lecturer

he first Japanese language Education conference in Kenya
Torganized by the Japan Foundation in Kenya was held at the
Japan Information and Cultural Center (JICC), Embassy of Japan
in Nairobi, on 4th and 5th August 2012. It was divided into four
parts: First, in the morning of Day I, there was the keynote ad-
dress on the language instruction and testing by Prof. Sukero Ito
from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. The second part
was the presentation of the research and report of experiments in
our teaching. Day II began with the workshop, “My first teach-
ing plan,” which was facilitated by Prof. Yoshifumi Murakami,
Japan Foundation Cairo Japan Culture Center. The last part was a
series of presentations on the current status of Japanese language
education in East Africa countries. There were 28 participants

(Japanese native and non-native speakers) from eight countries.

What I learned from the conference
1. Language instruction and testing
The keynote lecture, “Language instruction and testing” was

presented by Prof. Sukero Ito, renowned expert of curriculum
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design of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. We learned how
to evaluate the students and how to give tests, according to the
learning goals we set for the course. These are one of the most
difficult things to deal with for the teachers.

2. Research presentation

There were presentations on different researches by the Jap-
anese teachers in East Africa, which was intended to improve
Japanese language education, such as exploration of the Facebook
in Japanese classes, attempt of developing syllabus for tourism
Japanese, and comparative linguistic. The participants could
share their experiences about Japanese teaching methods in their
countries.

3. Workshop

The workshop “My First teaching plan” facilitated by Prof.
Murakami, taught us the method of giving basic exercises. The
idea was, after making clear goals and stating the topic and the
situation for each lesson, we should prepare basic exercises. This
can be done by filling the excel sheets that guide us to formulate
simple exercises. It made us realize that preparing appropriate ba-
sic exercises could be a very easy task.

4. Reports on the current status of Japanese language education
in East Africa countries and Panel discussion on the way forward

There was a series of presentations by the participants on the

current status of Japanese language education in different coun-

tries of the region. It was evident that there were some common
challenges across the region, while others were peculiar. The fol-
lowing panel discussion shed light on possible solutions to some
of the issues, while bringing the participants from the region to-

gether.

Action Plan

The question that was very critical to me, after attending the
conference and coming back to Madagascar, was “What should
1do?”

First, I realized that I need to share the knowledge that I got
from the conference with other Japanese teachers in Madagascar.
I therefore made a presentation about what I learned in the con-
ference, and discussed about it with the fellow Japanese teachers.
The session was held at the end of August 2012.

Another important course of action I came up was to write new
syllabus of each level of Japanese language courses in Madagas-
car. I believe that would help streamline Japanese language edu-
cation in Madagascar and the leaners would have syllabi that were
relevant to our needs and environment. I am really determined
that I would do my best to contribute to the development of Japa-

nese language education in Madagarscar.
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— BAGEE AT eV ROLIIIE — (R - 8K 17)
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Africa)

MEE AR T 7 —T DLLHFE |
16.30-16.50
FRiE & 71.(sr =7 « Prestige Global / KBRKZEKZERR)

[ TEIRA ISR 2 T DI IS 2 HAGE - AT e UGS - %

FRORIE —r =7 DAT L UGE - JiahaEE 2 o I
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— HAGEHE OEEEMIE — (Al - oK %)

17.00-17.20
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ikt E] (o =77 - USIU) (2R LR HAGEBRE F5)
THARGERIR Y FAT O DAL - BEREE, BliOx 15.00-15.20
J&, BETEBN) & PAAEO R OB T fib i A ILRPERE TR o7 s RRSASE) (1075 « thE AZIT)
17.20-17.40 (227« RRY KRB B HABHE 70 5 L0
R (=7 o2 UL YY) HURE A
MEINSBIL & — Z RIS DREK —) 15.20-15.40
17.40-17.50 L RHFH TR (A—R > 7Y — LK) (1K - i )
18.30-20.30 ##{£> (Nyama choma) [ 2= Y DHARGBEHE EN 5% OMEICDONTO—#
15.40-16.00
8/15H(H) 10.00-18.00 BRI (=7 oy 2
10.00-12.00 A b s EEASHiEE S mHA S b > & [ =7 DHAGEHE
—HAGE LRSI U—o > a v T 16.00-16.10 I—t—71L 1%
NICHTOHE]
U= 3y 7 TR, HEARNEEOTRNICSH > T H 16.10-17.30 [##2 TH7 7V DOHAEHE |
BBRENED . ZNET L —T CUICEHLUTHET, L 5T Rer s AP RIS + $ o KR e

BT 3BV EA. CBETHEDHRDES5E0 o -
FHER / 77 S5 — B WK
BHELETIG . B3P0 D8R EL DTIZEL el #)

.
ORI THEF TONTE, FEEOFIE [ 17.30-18.00 A=

A @EARE, QICHIME, @Rl D 4RETEXE T, ZhnE 50 AD ]
BERMNTEID, EBRICHO V)V —T 22 EORDDICLT, PHRORE 7 =7 AAGREM RPN B2 &

FEZIHEL, BEWICGFHTLH>THEL LD,
12.00-14.00 Ja 1Ak
14.00-16.00 ¥%& [H7TVHOHAGBHEHE @
2 Pk E))
14.00-14.20
V7 FV7 7Y RITVZTAF(REH AN < BRI FT)
[RRIT ATV DHEAFEBE
14.20-14.40
G T (TFAET « AT LK) KRIGTRE@FAE7 - A
LK)
[TFAETICEITD . HARGEMREDOBLRE , P4 T2 B D)
14.40-15.00
FHESSRI(Y H R - LA
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Kenyatta University Language Day

Kenyatta University Language Day
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Susan Karimi

Kenyatta University Japanese Language
Association, Chairlady

he annual Kenyatta University Language Day was this year
Theld on the 17th of March at the Main Campus in Nairobi.
The purpose of the event was to raise interest and awareness
amongst the students; both from within and outside the campus,
on the existence of the foreign language programmes offered in
K.U and also on the significance of learning a foreign language in

this globally changing world.

The Japanese section of the event had various Japanese themed
exhibitions, presentations, entertainment and activities which
aimed at creating specific interest in the learning of Japanese
language and culture. They were organised by the Japanese Club
of K.U in collaboration with the J.I.C.A volunteers. We also re-
ceived much needed assistance from visiting exchange students

from Japan.

The cultural activities included a syodou calligraphy writing
demonstration and competition where the students proved their
prowess in Kanji writing using the special syodou writing ma-
terials. There was also Japanese shiatsu massages offered by the
JI.C.A volunteers. The students also learned the special Japa-
nese paper craft of Origami were the most special designs were

awarded with gifts and souvenirs.

The performances included a Japanese musical presentation by

the Japanese club choir. There was also a very entertaining sumo

demonstration conducted by the J.I.C.A volunteers. Last but not
least was a Judo demonstration by the K.U Judo club which left
the audience to their feet wondering how the members were not

getting hurt during some truly intense fight scenes.

The highlight of the day, as far as entertainment, was clearly
the Japanese “Yosakai’ fisher dance. It was a depiction of what
Japanese fishermen do while fishing in the high seas, the dance
was led by two Hiroshima university exchange students together
with our very own K.U Japanese Club, It was a truly marvellous

dance

The day would not have been complete without a sampling of
Japanese delicacies. With the aid of Kiruri Sensei, the club pre-
pared Japanese makizushi, Yakisoba and delicious riceballs. Not
only were the people allowed to sample the food, but they were
also guided into making their own pieces so that they can use the
knowledge learnt later on and share it with friends and family.
Now almost all Japanese Language students in K.U can prepare a

Japanese meal and snack with ease.

By the end of the day, we had received a lot of positive feed-
back from both participants and the visiting institutions. They
confirmed that they not only had they thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves, but that they were also very enthusiastic about learning
more about Japanese culture and language; starting with enroll-

ing in our Nihongo classess.
Our innermost gratitude goes to all who endeavoured to organ-

ise the event and also to all who participated for making the day

truly worthwhile.
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Yuko Odani

Japan Overseas Cooperative Volunteer
KWSTI Japanese Language Teacher

HI1THICfEE N FzKenyatta University®Language Day
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HAREE/IRR (JLPT)
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