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It is my heartfelt pleasure to witness that the first issue
of E-Journal of Japanese Teachers’ Association of Kenya
has hereby been published. The journal is the brainchild of
Prof. Jun Arisue, Japan Foundation expert who is a visiting
lecturer to Kenyatta University, and it is his tireless efforts
that led to the birth of this journal. I would therefore like to
convey my appreciation to him on behalf of the association.

It has been around ten years ever since the association
was formed and slightly more than a year ever since I took
up chair’s position. It is sometimes very difficult to keep
the organization like ours alive and growing all the time be-
cause any associations are rather to suffer from monotony
of activities or a deadlock after years of existence. Fur-
thermore, so limited are our manpower and financial re-
source that it has not been easy-sailing to conduct just two
events in each year which have been the main activities of
the association thus far, that is, annual international Japa-
nese Proficiency Test and Japanese speech contest. What it
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means is that most of the activities of the association have
been rather administrative and there have not been much of
other activities.

The launch of the journal is therefore very timely for the
association, because it can potentially help break the mo-
notony of our activities and open up the new frontiers for us
beyond the two events. Our journal, I believe, would facili-
tate our discussions, exchanges of ideas, research activities,
sharing of experiences and filing the records of events. It
also helps provides an effective tool to share and communi-
cate all those with the rest of the world, without incurring
heavy financial strain on our budget. The potentiality of the
project is therefore limitless, and if we succeed in this new
enterprise, it can take the association to the next level.

The challenge then is whether we can all cherish it and
work hard to contribute to its development. If we can, and
I believe that we will, the journal will be a milestone to the
history of Japanese language education in Kenya. It is my
sincere wish, therefore, that all the members of the associa-
tion will take the ownership of the project and think about
how to make it a shining star of such journals.
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Language Solution and Business Center HAGEH &
George Kadioli

Japanese teacher,

Language Solution and Business Center

Iteach Japanese at Lanugage Solution and Business Cent-
er, as well as Interworld College of Tourism and Related
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Studies. I also teach privately and do translation / interpre-
tation.
I enjoy teaching more than anything.
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Japan Foundation, Japanese-Language Specialist

Visiting Lecturer, Kenyatta University
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Mariemar Iminza

Student, Kenyatta University

The presentation on Pragmatic and E-learning by Say-
oko Yamashita was very enlightening to me as a stu-
dent intending to plunge into teaching after my undergrad-
uate studies. As a student learning Japanese as a foreign
language, I am faced from time to time with constraints
when using the language in social interactions. This maybe
due to environment through which I am undertaking my
studies since its much of an English oriented society. From
the presentation, I learnt on the importance of using visual
aids in teaching and learning a language. Since my speciali-
zation of study is education, I gained much on how to infuse
e-learning with the teaching and learning process.

Lastly, the whole presentation was very productive and
one that can be included in the teaching and learning of lan-
guage especially foreign languages. In Kenya this option
of using e-learning is promising due to the development
of Information Technology although it is at a slow rate. In
the future, with proper strategies put in place, the use of
e-learning in classrooms could tremendously improve the
teaching and learning process especially foreign languages
and Japanese Language in this case. Thank you.

My experience in Japan.

Flency Atswenje

It was my dream come true for me to go to Japan. I re-
ceived a scholarship from the Japan Foundation, Japa-
nese Language Institute to participate in the 2010 Japanese
Language program me for overseas students. I received this
scholarship because I sat for Japanese language proficiency
test in 2009 which I scored high marks. The program me
had 32 participants form 18 different countries all over the
world for example Brazil ,Indonesia,Egypt,Hungary e.t.c
The programmes content which was very organized and
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very intensive was of great importance for me as a Japa-
nese language student. The program me consisted of Japa-
nese language classes which majorly included ;Discussions,
Speech writing and presentations and Interview lessons. In
discussions lessons we were able to discuss on various top-
ics such as ;Family and Marriage ,Education ,Traditions and
annual events ,University life and work in Japan. During
these discussions we were also able to compare and con-
trast these topics with our own countries. So it was not only
a chance to learn about Japan but also about the other coun-
tries that were represented .

In speech lesson, we were taught how to write a good
speech in Japanese language and also presentation skills.
We wrote two speeches which everyone had to present in
front of the other colleagues and also university students at
Ritsumeikan university in Kyoto.

In the interview lessons, we were divided into groups of
four members where we were to choose on a topic of inter-
est which we would carry out interviews on. We then taught
how to formulate interview questions and how to carry out
an interview. We carried out the interview with the Inter-
national Student Association Students in Kobe and also the
local neighboring Japanese people who were invited at the
centre.

We also had Exchange activities where we visited Tarui
Primary school, ISA in Kobe and Ritsumeikan University
in Kyoto. There were also study trips to Tokyo, Kyoto ,and
Hiroshima and also an excursion to Osaka which made the
Program me really fun!

For cultural activities we
had a home visit where each
of the participant visited
a Japanese home for din-
ner. | had a chance to take
part in Wadaiko (Japanese
drums),Sado (Tea ceremo-
ny)and lastly kimono which
was my best cultural activ-
ity.

I cannot deny that it was

a life changing opportunity.

To me it was a lifetime ex-

perience, a fabulous experi-

ence that I believe that am not the same not only as a Japa-
nese language student but also as a person who had longed
to develop her language skills in Japanese language and
enjoy the taste of exotic cultures and experience life in new
dynamic cities.

I was not only able to deepen my Japanese language
skills through lots of writing, speaking and listening in the
discussions lessons, speech writing and presentations and
carrying out interviews practically with the native speakers
but it was a chance to build my confidence as there were
many presentations.

My innermost gratitude go to Japan Foundation for giv-
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ing me a chance in a million .I feel honored and privileged
to have participated in this programme.THANK YOU SO
MUCH!
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Odani Yuko

Japanese Teacher, KWS Training Institute
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